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    2009  HERITAGE  BARN      

        CONFERENCE  &  

NBA ANNUAL CONFERENCE   

           MAY   14-16  

 

        At  Shaker Vi l lage of  Pleasant  Hi l l    
                  Har rodsburg,  KY 

Preservation Kentucky & Kentucky Heritage Council, Co-Hosts 
 

      This conference highlights the work the Rural Heritage Development Initiative 

(RHDI) has been doing to protect and promote barn and farm preservation and will 

feature networking opportunities for trades people, farm owners and all others 

interested in barn and historic farm building preservation.   

     In preparation for the conference, the statewide Barn Preservation Advisory 

working group has met to discuss ways Kentucky can help preserve historic barns and 

outbuildings.   The Kentucky Barn Preservation Advisory Committee works to raise 

awareness of these structures and creates educational tools, and technical support.    

 

 

     RHDI works with farm owners in central Kentucky on barn  reuse and Historic Preservation tax credits. One former 

tobacco barn is turning into a vineyardôs tasting room and showroom.  The property is listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places with plans to receive  Federal and State Historic Preservation Tax Credits.  RHDI holds tours of historic 

farms and barns three times each year to showcase these structures throughout the central Kentucky region.  

     RHDI will  work with the University of Kentuckyôs Department of Landscape Architecture to create design guidelines 

for rural areas which will be an important reference for barn and outbuilding preservation.  Funded by Preserve America, 

the guidelines will assist property owners and communities to appropriately rehabilitate rural structures for new 

economically productive functions, develop additional land areas for community growth that provide alternatives to 

fragmentation of rural cultural landscapes, and build new buildings compatible with the historic character of their 

regions. RHDI is a demonstration program of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, in collaboration with 

Preservation Kentucky and the Kentucky Heritage Council, to help develop and implement preservation-based economic 

development strategies, and  is funded largely through a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.   

     RHDIôs Historic Sites Survey documented 1,500  sites that included over 600 barns and outbuildings. Altogether, 

surveyed sites and surveyed and inventoried support resources add up to over 5,000 historic resources that have been 

documented in Marion and Washington Counties for this project. This documentation includes over 11,500 digital 

photographs now stored on a server and back-up disks at the Heritage Council offices. www.ky.heritage.gov) 

     From Bill Macintire, Kentucky Heritage Council Survey Coordinator 

Shaker Village is a historic hotel located on a working farm in the picturesque rolling Kentucky Bluegrass region which 

offers peaceful accommodations, gracious dining, exceptional shopping, historical activities and invigorating recreation. 

                              www.shakervillageky.org                             www.preservationkentucky.org 

 

http://www.ky.heritage.gov/
http://www.shakervillageky.org/
http://www.preservationkentucky.org/
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         Your membership will help us in our efforts to document and protect our vanishing rural heritage. 

          For more information visit our website at www.barnalliance.org  

 

 

         Membership Categories:            $20.00   Student                  $30.00    Individual 

              $50.00  Family          $100.00   Not-for-profit Affiliate             $500.00   Corporate Affiliate 

 

  Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 

  Organization ________________________________________________________________________ 

  Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

  City ___________________________________    State _____    Zip Code ________________ 

  Email _______________________________________________________________________ 

           Send your check (payable to NBA) and membership form to:  

    National Barn Alliance, Inc., c/o Rod Scott, 704 Fremont St., Iowa Falls, IA 50126 

    Or Join online with PayPal at    www.barnalliance.org/membership.html  
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Board Member Profile-              Ann D. Christy 
 Ann Christy is an associate professor in the Department of Food, Agricultural, 

and Biological Engineering at the Ohio State University. She grew up in 

Columbus, Ohio, where one of her hobbies during high school was 

photographing and exploring timber framed barns across central Ohio; many of 

those barns are now gone. Through most of her childhood, she spent her 

summers at the family farm in New Jersey, stacking hay in an old red bank 

barn and riding horses. Ann earned both her B.S. in agricultural engineering 

and M.S. in biomedical engineering at the Ohio State University (OSU), and 

her Ph.D. in environmental engineering at Clemson University in SC. She 

worked for an environmental consulting firm in NJ before joining the faculty at 

OSU. In addition to her classroom and research duties, she leads the OSU-

Extension program ñBarn Again in Ohioò about the rehabilitation of historic 

agricultural structures. This extension program has sponsored over thirty barn 

workshops across the state of Ohio since 1996, reaching over 4000 people.  

Ann is an active member of the Friends of Ohio Barns statewide organization 

and the National Barn Alliance, serving as NBA's secretary since 2002.  Ann 

currently resides in a 1870s dairy barn which was converted into a home. Ann 

is a licensed professional engineer.  

 

   The NBA provides national leadership for the preservation of 

        Americaôs Historic Barns and their Rural Heritage. 

 
Â  We encourage the documentation, through surveys and photography,  

         of historic barns and other rural structures throughout America. 

                                 

Â We encourage and support the creation of statewide and local barn preservation organizations and programs. 

 

Â We facilitate the sharing of information on barns, their history and their maintenance. 

 

Jim Lindberg, Colorado, Ex-Officio 

Join the National Barn Alliance today!  Our Mission: 

 

http://www.barnalliance.org/
http://www.barnalliance.org/membership.html


 

 

    

    

   

   

  
 

                          Read the full articles in ñThe Barn Doorò at       www.barnalliance.org 
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Pennsylvania-   Barn Stars of Somerset County by Fred Will 
 In southwest PA, Somerset and surrounding counties are home to a unique and 

beautiful form of early PA. Dutch folk art; the huge decorated Pennsylvania Barns.  
Barn Stars are the main component of barn decoration.  Found on barn gables and 

occasionally on other out buildings, they range in design from simple 5 point stars to 

ones with 12 or more points. Although round medallions are not stars they may be 

considered under the general term ñbarn starò.  There are more medallions and odd 

shapes then there are actual stars.  The average size is usually 6ôï 8ô, but some are as 

small as 24ò and the largest known star is close to 15ô. 

 

Barn Stars differ from the painted Hex Signs of eastern PA in that each piece of the 

design is cut out of wood and applied on top of the barn siding, sometimes in multiple 

layers to create the star.  There are also other applied decorations such as shutters, 

brackets and columns. Sometimes openings are cut into the siding boards behind the 

stars or shutters allowing them to function as ventilators. 

 

In addition to individual patterns, there are a large number of shutters made up of 

interchangeable panels with different motifs.  These panels slide into a standard frame 

and are found alone or in combination with stars. Their similar construction methods 

seem to indicate they were made by a craft person or craft shop specializing in barn 

decoration. Although ñmass productionò was not practiced to any great extent in this 

time period and there is no documentation to support this theory, the idea of specialized 

barn decoration production is supported by two factors; 1; The limited area where 

applied decoration is found 2: The decoration was purchased and applied mainly for the 

purpose of beauty and pride by the barn owner.  

 

ñWhat do they meanò?  There are several schools of thought: trade mark of the barn 

builder, good luck or witchcraft (more associated with the Hex Signs). Several 

templates have been found. These templates were used as a pattern to mark and cut out 

the repeating sections that were put together to form a star.  Only one specific pattern 

has been documented as the mark of an individual barn builder, which is known as the 

ñWerner Starò.  There is no known recorded history of barn decoration, but most 

conversations with the elders involved with barns seem to indicate they are most often 

for reasons of ethnic pride, (PA Dutch), and ñYuscht Fer Scheeò, ñJust for Niceò. 

 

  It is believed decorated barns started appearing in the post Civil War era. Dates 

inscribed in foundation stone may establish this fact, but there are accounts of as many 

as three structures being built on the same foundation due to fire. In addition to 

inconclusive building dates, evidence is being found that indicate some decoration was 

applied after the barn was painted. So, was the barn built, painted and decorated at the 

same time, or more likely, over a period of several years?  Taking these variances into 

consideration an approximate time period of 1870 through the early 20
th
 century has 

been established. This is also the latter part of the Victorian architectural period, which 

brought the ornately decorated Victorian houses.  This was a time of prosperity for most 

farms and many advances were made in machinery and farming techniques resulting 

with most farmers building new and much larger barns.  It is very possible they were 

proud of their farming success and showed it with beautiful as well as useful barns. 

 

  Fred Will is a lifelong resident of Somerset Co. and a Board member of the Historical 

and Genealogical Society of Somerset Co.  So far, he has documented over 230 barns in 

Somerset, Bedford and Washington Counties, including 16 ñsplit-barnsò an enlarging 

method where the barn is completely cut in half down the center from gable to gable. 

The front half is slid out (10ô-12ô) onto a new support wall, eliminating the cantilevered 

fore bay.  Contact:  Fred Will,  257 Wills Church Rd., Somerset, PA. 15501.  

barnstar@comcast.net                           www.somersethistoricalcenter.org   

 

 

http://www.barnalliance.org/
mailto:barnstar@comcast.net
http://www.somersethistoricalcenter.org/


 

 

      New York State 2009 Barn Tours  
      for  Hudson-Champlain 400

th
 Celebration    

      Many Town & Regional Events include Historic Barn Tours 

      Check locations & schedules at:  

      Dutch Barn Preservation Society   www.dutchbarns.org   

      Hudson Valley Vernacular Architecture   www.hvva.org 
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Ohio-  Carriage Hill Farm and Museum.  Dayton, OH.   A recently built timber frame barn serves as the Welcoming Center 

and contains exhibits introducing the visitor to the 1880s theme of the park.  There are restored period buildings that include a 

blacksmith shop, icehouse, Aeromotor windmill and barns housing a variety of livestock consistent with agriculture of the 1880s.  

The reconstructed crib barn would have in 1880 dated from the period of settlement 60-years earlier.  The interior contains two  

20ô x 20ô cribs of heavy timbers laid horizontally and notched at the ends.  These support the roof system and rafters that extend out 

to the exterior walls that result in a large 36ô x 60ô barn.   

     A second period structure is a 40ô x 54ô timber framed barn that has been relocated to the park.  The principal barn is a faithful 

recreation located on the site of the original 4-bay 78ô barn that was lost to fire.  

   There is an 1836 brick home and summer kitchen of the German-American family that owned the farm for generations.  An 

informative docent in period dress often has a warm kitchen from the wood-fired kitchen range.  She explains the plainness of the 

interior; particularly its woodwork was due to the familyôs membership in a conservative German Baptist sect.   

    Ice is harvested from a nearby pond and stored in the icehouse.  The ice is placed in layers of insulating sawdust and lasts for most 

of the summer.  Carriage Hill is part of the Dayton Metro Parks system    www.metroparks.org/parks/carriagehill ,  

 Phone   937.879.0461 for information on hours and activities.  Admission is free. ïCharles Leik 

 

 

           BRING THE NBA TO YOUR STATE ï   
Barns are disappearing from the American landscape.  On our 

website you will find information and links to help save the 

barns in your hometown.  Join our nationwide effort to save the 

historic farm buildings of the American countryside. Please 

become a Member of the National Barn Alliance today.  

 

 

 

Virginia- Saved!  An 1880-era barn was relocated to Monterey, VA, by Woodford Bros., Inc. Taking a barn apart and 

moving it is similar to the old barn raisings.  There are weeks of preparation to strip the barnôs old materials to the point where 

the frame can be disassembled.  As usual, there were many repairs needed. The barnôs size was being made smaller by 

eliminating one bay.  This provided much of the materials needed to make the repairs. 

Old barn raisings were as much a social event as a construction project.  The social aspect remains, because there are still plenty 

of folks who are happy to come watch the fun; and of course, offer advice.  The use of a crane replaces about thirty or forty 

people that would have been necessary to manipulate the bents into position.  Raising a frame requires more hands than 

dismantling to be sure everything goes safely.  -Michael Woodford.  

http://www.dutchbarns.org/
http://www.hvva.org/
http://www.hvva.org/

