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2009 HERITAGE BARN
CONFERENCE &
NBA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 14—1_6
At Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill . i

Harrodsburg, KY
Preservation Kentucky & Kentucky Heritage Council;idasts

This conferencdighlightsthe work the Rural Heritage Development Initiative
(RHDI) has been doing to protect and promote barn and farm preservation and
feature networking opportunities for trades people, farm owners and all others
interested in barn and historfiarm buildirg preservation.

In preparation for the conferendbe statewide Barn Preservation Advisory
working group has met to discuss ways Kentucky can help preserve historic bar
outbuildings. The Kentucky Barn Peggation Advisory Committeworks to raise
awarenes of these structures angkbates educational tod, and technical support.

RHDI works with farm owners ircentral Kentucky on barmeuse and Historic Preservation tax creditseformer
tobacco bartis turninginto av i n e ytasting r@®m and showroomThe propertys listed on the National Register of
Historic Places with plans teceive Federal and State Historic Preservation Tax CsedlHDI holds tours of historic
farms and barns three times each year to showcase these structures throughout the central Kentucky region.

RHDIwilwor k wi t h the Uni v etmenioflbandscépe Achitetturectdkcyedtes dedipe guieli
for rural areas which will be an important reference for barn and outbuilding preservation. ByRitederve America,
the guidelinesvill assist property owners and communities to appropyiattiabilitate rural structures for new
economically productive functions, develop additional land areas for community growth that provide alternatives
fragmentation of rural cultural landscapes, and build new buildings compatible with the histoatehaf their
regions.RHDI is a demonstration program of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, in collaboration with
Preservation Kentucky and the Kentucky Heritage Council, to help develop and implement preskassibaconomic
development sategiesand is funded largely through a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

R H D I Histeric Sites Survegocumented 1,508itesthat included wer 600 barngndoutbuildings Altogether,
surveyed sites and surveyed and inventoried supmmtrees add up to over 5,000 historic resources that have beel
documented in Marion and Washington Counties for this project. This documentation includes over 11,500 digita
photographs now stored on a server and tgclisks at the Heritage Council offie www.ky.heritage.goy

FromBill Macintire, Kentucky Heritage Council Survey Coordinator
Shaker Village is a historic hotel located on a working farm in the picturesque rolling Kentucky Bluegrasavhich
offers peaceful accommodations, gracious dining, exceptional shopping, historical activities and invigorating recr

o<

X www.shakervillageky.org www.preservationkentucky.org

The Barns remain, tangible links to our First Families, and a proud testament to the craftsmanship andviewgof their Builders!


http://www.ky.heritage.gov/
http://www.shakervillageky.org/
http://www.preservationkentucky.org/
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS: MembersAt-Large:

Officers: Tommy Kleckner, Indiana

President Charles Leik, Michigan/Virginia Bob Shermanlllinois

Vice President: Vera Wiltse, Michigan Keith Cramer, New York: Publications

Secreairy: Ann Christy, Ohio Rod Scott, lowa: Membership

Treasurer: Mike Woodford, New York Chuck Law, Wisconsin, E©fficio, Immediate Past President

Jeffery Marshall, Pennsylvania
Jim Lindberg,Colorado, ExOfficio

Board Member Profile Ann D. Christy

Ann Christy is an associate professor in the Department of Food, Agrict
and Biological Engineering at tl@hio State UniversityShe grew up in
Columbus, Ohio, where one of her hobbies during high school was
photographing and exploring timber frameakns across central Ohio; man'
those barns are now gone. Through most of her childhood, she spent he
summers at the family farm in New Jersey, stacking hay in an old red ba
barn and riding horses. Ann earned both her B.S. in agricultural engipee
and M.S. in biomedical engineering at the Ohio State University (OSU), .
her Ph.D. in environmental engineering at Clemson University in SC. Sh
worked for an environmental consulting firm in NJ before joining the fact
OSU. In addition to her cé&sroom and research duties, she leads the-OSLU
Extension program fiBarn Again in
agricultural structures. This extension program has sponsored over thirty
workshops across the state of Ohio since 1996, reaokierg4000 people.
Ann is an active member of the Friends of Ohio Barns statewide organiz
and the National Barn Alliance, serving as NBA's secretary since 2002.
currently resides in a 1870s dairy barn which was converted into a home
is a licensed professional engineer.

Join the National Barn Alliance today! Our Mission:

The NBA provides national leadership for the preservation
Americads Historic Barns

A We encourage the documentation, through surveys and photography
of historic barns and other rural structures throughout America.

A We encourage arslipport the creation of statewide and local aeservation organizations and programs.

A We facilitate the sharing of information on barns, their history and their maintenance.

Your membership will help us in our efforts to domnt and protect our vanishing rural heritage.
For more information visit our website\atvw.barnalliance.org

Membership Categories $20.00 Student $30.00dividual
$50.00 Family $100.00 Nimtr-profit Affiliate $500.00 Corporate Affiliate

Name

Organization
Address
City State _ Zip Code
Email

Send your check (payable to NBA) and membership form to:
National Barn Alliance, Inc., c/o Rod Scott, 704 Fremont St., lowa Falls, I1A 50126
Or Join online with PayPat www.barnalliance.org/membership.html



http://www.barnalliance.org/
http://www.barnalliance.org/membership.html
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| farms and many advances were made in machinery and farming techniques resul

Pennsylvania Barn Stars of Somerset CoumtyFred Will

In southwesPA, Somerset and surrounding counties are home to a unique and
beautiful form of early PA. Dutch folk art; the huge decorated Pennsylvania Barns
Barn Stars are the main component of barn decoration. Found on barn gables an
occasionally on other out builtjs, they range in design from simple 5 point stars tg
ones with 12 or more points. Although round medallions are not stars they may be

considered under the general term fAb
shapes then there are actual stals.eT aver age §Bde bstusao
small as 240 and the | argest known s

Barn Stars differ from the painted Hex Signs of eastern PA in that each piece of th
design is cut out of wood and applied on top of the bating, sometimes in multiple
layers to create the star. There are also other applied decorations such as shutte
brackets and columns. Sometimes openings are cut into the siding boards behind
stars or shutters allowing them to function as ventitato

In addition to individual patterns, there are a large number of shutters made up of
interchangeable panels with different motifs. These panels slide into a standard fi
and are found alone or in combination with stars. Their similar constructitodse
seem to indicate they were made by a craft person or craft shop specializing in ba
decoration. Although fAmass productio

time period and there is no documentation to support this theory, the idexiailiged

barn decoration production is supported by two factors; 1; The limited area where
applied decoration is found 2: The decoration was purchased and applied mainly |
purpose of beauty and pride by the barn owner.

fiwhat do t he yaresevaral 6chools of thaaighte trade mark of the barn
builder, good luck or witchcraft (more associated with the Hex Signs). Several
templates have been found. These templates were used as a pattern to mark and
the repeating sections that were fmgether to form a star. Only one specific pattern
has been documented as the mark of an individual barn builder, which is known &
AWerner Staro. There is no known re
conversations with the elders involvetith barns seem to indicate they are most ofte
for reasons oéthnic pride, (PADutchand fAYuscht Fer Sche

It is believed decorated barns started appearing in the post Civil War era. Dates
inscribed in foundation stone magtabish this fact, but there ar@ccounts of as many
as three structures being built on the séonedation due tdire. In addition to
inconclusive building dates, evidence is being found that indicate some decoratior
applied after the barn was paint&d, was the barn built, painted and decorated at th
same time, or more likelyver a period of several year§aking these variances into
consideration an approximate time period of 1870 through the edHgezury has
been established. This is aléetlatter part of the Victoriaarchitectural period, which
broughtthe ornately decoratédictorian houses. This wastime of prosperity for mos

with most farmers buildingewand much larger barnst is very possible they were
proud of their farming success and showed it with beautiful as well as useful barns

Fred Will is a lifelong resident of Somerset Co. and a Board member of the Histo
and Genealogical Societf Somerset Co. So far, he has documented over 230 bai
Somerset, Bedford and Was htbmagtnosno Gonu
method where the barn is completely cut in half down the center from gable to gal
The front half is slid ou{ 1-0 8 dnjo a new support wall, eliminating the cantileverg
fore bay. Contact: Fred Will, 257 Wills Church RBomerset, PA. 15501.
barnstar@comcast.net www.somersethistoricalcenter.org

Read the full articlesin Th e Barabh Dwwbardalliance.org



http://www.barnalliance.org/
mailto:barnstar@comcast.net
http://www.somersethistoricalcenter.org/
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New York State 2009 Barn Tours BRING THE NBA TO YOUR STATE i

for HudsoRChamplain 408 Celebration Barns are disappearifigom the American landscape. On our

. ) oo website you will find information and links to help save the
Many Town & Regional Eventsiclude Historic Barn Tours | 4 in your hometownJoin our nationwide effort to savee
Check locations & schedwdat:

k i historic farm building®f the AmericarcountrysidePlease
Dutch Barn Preservation Somgtwww.dutchbarns.org become a Membesf the National Barn Alliance today.
HudsonValley VernacularArchitecture www.hvva.org

Ohio- Carriage Hill Farm and Museurdayton, OH. A recently built timber frame baserves as the Welcoming Cen
and contains exhibits introducing the visitor to the 1880s theme of the park. There are restored period buildingsiéhat inclu
blacksmith shop, icehouse, Aeromotor windraitld barns housing a variety of livestock consistetit agriculture of the 1880s.
The reconstructed crib barn would have in 1880 dated from the period of settleryeatré@arlier. The interior contains two
206 x 2006 cri bs ozbntalyaradwotched at thé endss Thésa supportthe robf system and rafters that ex

to the exterior walls that result in a |l arge 366 x 606
A second period structure is a 406 x 5 .4The grincipdbeam is & faithfole
recreation located on the site of the origindd4y 786 barn that was | ost to fire.

There is an1836 brick home and summer kitchen of the Gerarerican family that owned the farm for generations. An
informative dbcent in period dressftenhas a warm kitchen from the woelir ed kitchen range. She explathg plainness of the
interior; particularly its woodwork was due to the fanm

Iceis harvested from a nearby pond and stored in the icehouse. The ice is placed in layers of insulating salastisstosmdos
of the summer Carriage Hillis part ofthe Dayton Metro Parks systenwww.metroparks.org/parks/carriagehill
Phone 937.879.0461 fomformation on hours and activities. Admission is fig@harles Leik

Vlrglnla- Saved! An 1880erabarn was relocated tdonterey, VA, by Woodford Bros., IncTaking a barn apart and
moving it is similar to the old barn raisings. Therearwe e ks of preparation to strecg
the frame can be disassembléss usual, there wermanyrepais needed.ife bar nds si ze was be
eliminating one bay. This provided much of the materials needethke the repairs

Old barn raisings were as much a social event as a construction project. The social aspecbezaasesthere are still pler
of folks who are happy to come watch the fun; and of course, offer adMieeuse of acrane replacgabout thirty or forty
people that would have been necessary to manipulate the bents intmpdéising a frame requires more hands than
dismantling to be sure ewything goes safely-Michael Woodford.


http://www.dutchbarns.org/
http://www.hvva.org/
http://www.hvva.org/

